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OVERVIEW

Create a visual “How To” poster showing someone 
how to complete a simple physical task. Compile 
research, photograph steps, sketch ideas, and 
create multiple iterations. 

PARAMETERS

• No use of words
• May use illustrations, images, symbols,        

or numbers
• Print and flush mount the final, refined 

version in a 18x23 inch size

FINAL DESIGN

....coming soon...

OVERVIEW & PARAMETERS
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RESEARCH » ORGANIZATION

I appreciate the way that these 

images are taken consistently 

from the same angle. However, 

the emphasis does shift to 

show the important details for 

that particular image or step. 

It’s simple and there is no need 

for numbers or symbols to 

follow the order. 

The colors and grid was really 

interesting to me with this 

design. It is a smart way to 

show the same basic thing (the 

dish and cutlery) but invoke 

visual interest. 

The use of percentages is also 

clever and I thought could be 

used with the ingredients in 

the crepe recipe I use. 

Basic visualization to show the 

consistency, texture, and how 

to cook the crepe with more 

precision than an illustration 

could probably show. The 

brown color, buttery/flakey, 

bubbling, are all valuable to 

someone cooking. 

This makes me think seriously 

about using images for my 

poster design. 

I love the way they use a 

grib, but it feels loose and 

more relaxed than others. 

The colored and textured 

background helps make a light 

and fun style. 

I also appreciate mixing items 

that span the grid for emphasis 

(the title, ingredients, and final 

product). 

I thought this is a good 

example of laying out the 

ingredients in a simple and 

beautiful way. Giving them 

space and letting their own 

natural textures and colors 

shine. I think it would be even 

more effective without the type 

that you see here. 
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RESEARCH » ORGANIZATION

This is another great example 

of using a grid, but having 

different sized sections to give 

emphasis. The final product, 

shown from different views 

takes center stage. 

The items used on the top laid 

out on the same background 

help create unity. 

This poster didn’t fit the style I 

was looking for necessarily, but 

I thought that the way it leads 

the viewer through the steps is 

quite creative. 

Your eye is drawn naturally 

down the page with the use 

of the lines and small circles 

leading you. 

I really liked this poster 

because it fit the style I 

pictured in my mind when I 

first thought of french crepes; 

the rustic colors and hand 

drawn illustration style. 

I was interested to see 

how they used arrows and 

sub-sections. I think the 

organization would be a little 

complicated without the words 

to help aid. 

I thought this was another 

interesting hand drawn style 

that was unique and pushed 

further than I originally imaged. 

I liked the simple feeling and 

the black and white design. 

My research would not have 

been complete without 

checking out IKEA’s work. 

What I choose to investigate 

was the way they showed 

movement. This is an example 

of how dashed lines mixed with 

accurate perspective create 

a that feeling of entry and 

movement. 
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RESEARCH » ORGANIZATION

As I went through my research 

I started picturing something 

like this, using a chalkboard 

background and a script font, 

and then I found this! 

The simplicity of ingredients 

into one bowl and simple 

cooking instructions just 

begged to be displayed without 

too many distractions. 

The images in this design are 

beautiful; full of color and 

texture. That is crucial since 

they are the entirety of the 

design. I think something 

that makes this design work 

wonderfully is the way that 

they chose to keep the potato 

in nearly the same position and 

taking up the same amount of 

space in the composition. 

This design creatively moves 

the viewer through the design 

with the background blocks 

of color. They also use dotted 

lines and small triangles or 

arrows to subtley invite you to 

keep moving through. 

I loved the way that your eye 

moves through this piece by 

using something that relates to 

the subject matter: a road. 

It made me think that for 

crepes it could be a pouring 

of batter, dumping flour into a 

bowl, or batter dripping off of a 

whisk or spatula. 

This guide is much more 

complicated and with more 

information that mine will 

include, however the way 

they manage all the content is 

wonderful. The use of symbols, 

color, selective typography 

weights/colors, variations on 

the grid, etc. It’s a lot of good 

ideas and items to consider in 

my design. 
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RESEARCH » VISUAL

The cozy, adorable cafe is 

definitely something that I 

picture when I think of crepes. 

And using hand written chalk 

boards goes hand in hand with 

that image. 

I especially like the script 

font and the unique touches 

that come with the frame and 

containers to hold the chalk. 

I love the repetition of circles 

given from the birds-eye view 

in this design, and how they 

carefully used the knife and 

rolled dough to lead you back 

up to the top. 

There is a very natural and 

organic feeling to this style, 

like a real chef or cook would 

have in their kitchen. 

I appreciate how this style is 

clearn and very clear. It uses 

the color from the food to 

accent what is interesting. 

They also chose to show 

dynamic movements, which 

is great; stirring, flipping, and  

spreading. 

This is a classicly French style 

that comes to my mind. The 

blue and white comes from 

flour sacks I believe, and is 

seen repeatedly associated 

with French culture. The 

typography and accents are 

also very typical.  

Delicate and intricate 

patisserie style was something 

I definitely wanted to 

look into. The texture and 

embellishments are wonderful 

and so detailed.
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RESEARCH » VISUAL

This is another birds-eye view 

that has a natural feel. I felt 

like this layout seemed more 

dynamic with emphasis on the 

sifting, pouring, and mixing 

that is going on. 

I love the dark background and 

how it helps the colors of the 

ingredients stand out. 

The type on this design is 

frilly and elegant and feels 

sterotypically French to me. 

Another item of interest was 

the use of the Eifle Tower, 

stamps, and watermark script 

in the background. 

I can’t use type in my project, 

but the idea  of a watermark or 

symbol could be useful. 

These cuties sparked a silly 

and sweet side in my ideas. 

Using illustration with small 

animals or people could be 

a fun way to add energy to 

the design. The famous color 

combinations, stripes and 

beret are a classic way to add 

some French flair to the design.

One of my ideas while 

researching was to go with a 

cafe theme. I thought about 

gaudy, unique, or quiant 

frames that might cover the 

walls of a French bistro. 

Unifying and adding flair 

to frames with a plain 

background, or simple frames 

on a frilly background could 

work out great. 

I wanted to research dishes or 

different ways to prepare and 

present the crepes. The colors 

and design of this dish seemed 

to fit right along with some of 

the previous styles that I’ve 

seen. The royalty and country 

side depicted paint an image 

for the viewer. 
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RESEARCH » VISUAL

I absolutely love the variation 

in typefaces in this poster. 

What stood out to me as useful 

thought was the contrasting 

black with a pale backround 

color. The embellishments 

highlight important items and 

add a stylistic element. 

I thought that this gave a fun, 

maybe Pinterest modern spin 

on the bistro decorations. it 

sparked several sketching 

ideas in my mind. I thought it 

could be fun to hang pictures 

or illustrations with directions, 

maybe over a table or on a wall. 

This piece gave me an idea 

about different textured 

papers and designs that might 

be typically French. The 

romantic flowers, postcards, 

and handwritten letters could 

all be great as backgrounds or 

watermarks. 

This style is so professional, 

beautiful, and yet relaxed. I 

absolutely love it. The way the 

crepes are presented is elegant 

and actually do-able. I like how 

there is so much texture in this 

image and light. 

The idea of using some kind 

of sign was an interesting 

idea to me. I realize that it 

can’t include text, however 

it could be used as a symbol 

that would invoke a cafe or 

bistro feeling. It would present 

a good opportunity to use 

embellishments as well. 
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RESEARCH » IMAGERY
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RESEARCH » IMAGERY
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SKETCHING
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LEARNING SUMMARY
WEEK 1

This week I had such a wonderful 
time doing a lot of research about 
French food, France in general, 
symbols, food presentation, and 
much more. I realized that the 
few ideas I started with led to 
more information or style options 
than I could ever use. 

It was a great example to remind 
me that no matter how much we 
think we can define the style of 
something in our minds, there is 
always much more left to discover 
and build off of. It is wonderful 
that to have the use of books and 
the internet for inspiration, along 
with our own trial and error. 

WEEK 2

Coming soon...
WEEK 3 WEEK 4
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VARIATION » 1
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VARIATION » 2


