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OVERVIEW

Create at least 2 different versions of a data map 
using a single dataset from www.nationmaster.
com. This will include a physical representation 
as well as digital. 

PARAMETERS

• Select a single data set
• Research examples of data maps, styles, 

and data visualization
• Sketch various ideas for both types of data 

representation set
• Pull meaningful information from the data to 

captivate the viewer

DATA SELECTION

I chose to base my work off of the research based 
on “Life Satisfaction”. 

http://www.nationmaster.com/country-info/stats/
Lifestyle/Life-satisfaction

Something I found fascinating about this data set 
was the top seven countries are all considered to 
be “Christian” nations. 

OVERVIEW & PARAMETERS
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RESEARCH » DATA MAPS
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RESEARCH » DATA MAPS
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RESEARCH » STYLE
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RESEARCH » STYLE
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RESEARCH » DATA VISUALIZATION
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SKETCHING » MAPS
ALL OUT THERE

I wanted to try and get a variety of 
ideas out onto paper before I tried 
anything. I tried not to critique as 
I went, and just focused on ways 
to show both the entire map and 
just selected countries. I decided 
to highlight the top and lowest 7 
countries in my digital versions. 
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SKETCHING » PHYSICAL DATA
LET’S GET PHYSICAL

I realized that from my data 
set, the top 7 countries were 
all Christian. This gave me an 
interesting area to focus on. I put a 
lot of time into thinking of physical 
representations of Christianity. 

Ideally I wanted to include 3 items:

• Christianity/Christ
• Happiness
• Top 7 countries

Some ideas have only two of the 
three items, and will need to rely on 
the other typographical content to 
make sense of the other parts. 
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LEARNING SUMMARY
WEEK 1

I honestly had such a hard time 
grasping the project this week, it 
took me quite a bit of research 
to figure it out. I also wasn’t sure 
what kind of work I wanted to do 
or represent. 

I wanted to do something that felt 
more personal in nature to people. 
I was excited when I came to 
a study about people’s overall 
satisfaction level with life. 

The interesting twist is that the 
top 7 countries are all Christian. 
I immediately had ideas come 
to mind about physical objects 
that I could use to represent 
Christ/Christianity. I think it will 
be challenging to make the map 
cohesive with the data, but I am 
up for the challenge. 
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CONCEPT 1
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CONCEPT 2


