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OVERVIEW

Create at least 2 different versions of a data map 
using a single dataset from www.nationmaster.
com. This will include a physical representation 
as well as digital. 

PARAMETERS

• Select a single data set
• Research examples of data maps, styles, 

and data visualization
• Sketch various ideas for both types of data 

representation set
• Pull meaningful information from the data to 

captivate the viewer

DATA SELECTION

I chose to base my work off of the research based 
on “Life Satisfaction”. 

http://www.nationmaster.com/country-info/stats/
Lifestyle/Life-satisfaction

Something I found fascinating about this data set 
was the top seven countries are all considered to 
be “Christian” nations. 

OVERVIEW & PARAMETERS
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RESEARCH » DATA MAPS
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RESEARCH » DATA MAPS



JEANE T TE L ARSEN | 6  EXPLORATION                               BRAINSTORMING                       VARIATIONS

RESEARCH » STYLE
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RESEARCH » STYLE
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RESEARCH » DATA VISUALIZATION
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SKETCHING » MAPS
ALL OUT THERE

I wanted to try and get a variety of 
ideas out onto paper before I tried 
anything. I tried not to critique as 
I went, and just focused on ways 
to show both the entire map and 
just selected countries. I decided 
to highlight the top and lowest 7 
countries in my digital versions. 



JEANE T TE L ARSEN | 10  EXPLORATION                               BRAINSTORMING                       VARIATIONS

SKETCHING » PHYSICAL DATA
LET’S GET PHYSICAL

I realized that from my data 
set, the top 7 countries were 
all Christian. This gave me an 
interesting area to focus on. I put a 
lot of time into thinking of physical 
representations of Christianity. 

Ideally I wanted to include 3 items:

• Christianity/Christ
• Happiness
• Top 7 countries

Some ideas have only two of the 
three items, and will need to rely on 
the other typographical content to 
make sense of the other parts. 
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USER FEEDBACK » MAPS
I wanted to include the main points 
made by each tester. These comments 
led me to making a change on my third 
rendition created this week.

TESTER 1

• The lines are really long and they 
draw a lot more attention than the 
names of the countries

TESTER 2

• I am not sure what ranking system 
you are using. I see 1, 1, 1, 67, 
68, 69... what do those mean? Is 
happiness ranked out of 100?

TESTER 3

• I like how colorful the poster is, 
however I think the background 
pattern takes away from the text. 
Maybe you could try and use that 
inside the countries instead of in 
the water or surrounding areas.

TESTER 4

• I think you need more information 
in general about what is 
happening here. Also, the bottom 
looks a little text heavy with the 
title and bar of information. Try 
moving it around a bit.

TESTER 5 

• What happened to the rest of 
America? It looks like you cut of 
some of the countries. Why is this? 
Can you put them back or give a 
reason why that is going on?
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USER FEEDBACK » PHYSICAL
For my physical variations, I ended 
up needing at least a title or some 
prompting to go along with my images. 
It was better once the user had seen 
the map data set as well. 

TESTER 1

• I think on the top it looks like 
you’re trying to make the shadows 
longer on the bottom. That is cool, 
but it isn’t quite working yet.

TESTER 2

• The bottom row of countries for 
the first image are really close to 
the edge of the picture. Can you 
add more space?

TESTER 3

• The bottom picture has a really 
cool effect going on. I like the 
double shadows or reflection that 
is there, it’s cool!

TESTER 4

• I am not sure what these shapes 
are. Are they supposed to be some 
kind of letters or mean something?

TESTER 5 

• The pictures are a little bit grainy, 
it looks like they could be a little 
darker to make them look like 
higher quality pictures. 
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LEARNING SUMMARY
WEEK 1

I honestly had such a hard time 
grasping the project this week, it 
took me quite a bit of research 
to figure it out. I also wasn’t sure 
what kind of work I wanted to do 
or represent. 

I wanted to do something that felt 
more personal in nature to people. 
I was excited when I came to 
a study about people’s overall 
satisfaction level with life. 

The interesting twist is that the 
top 7 countries are all Christian. 
I immediately had ideas come 
to mind about physical objects 
that I could use to represent 
Christ/Christianity. I think it will 
be challenging to make the map 
cohesive with the data, but I am 
up for the challenge. 

WEEK 2

I had a much clearer 
understanding of the assignment 
this week and felt like I made a lot 
of progress. This was especially 
in terms of my mapping project. 
I over estimated how much 
emphais needed to be placed 
on style. Instead, I started by 
focusing on communicating the 
data in a visually clear way. 

For the physical representation, I 
wanted to use light and darkness. 
I decided to pursue shadows and 
darkness.  I am not positive how 
to convey more information quite 
yet, but will keep brainstorming 
and looking around for inspiration.

WEEK 3

Getting feedback this week was 
very helpful in producing more 
effective maps and information. I 
tried to implement the changes 
that were recommended, and 
did more research how to make 
things effective and visually 
compelling at the same time. 

I also had a chance to jump into 
research about graph types 
and infographics for project 3. I 
really enjoyed seeing different 
examples and learning more 
about how to use graphs in an 
effective way. 

There was a lot that I thought I 
knew about graphs, but there 
were some mistaken assumptions 
that I had cleared up this week. 

WEEK 4

...Coming soon.
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CONCEPT 1
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CONCEPT 2
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VARIATION 2 » COLOR
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VARIATION 2 » B&W
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VARIATION 3 » COLOR
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VARIATION 3 » B&W
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PHYSICAL » LIGHT
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PHYSICAL » SHADOWS
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PHYSICAL » LIGHT TRIAL 2


